je. €1 wurde e 67 Jahre alf und dody hatte cr trog aller Z dpoiterigletien
cine Ghemeinde gegrimdet. Cr ahute jidierlicy nidyt was jue Sdpvicrigleiten
dicje Fleine Gemeinde nody witrde ourdygehen miijfen, bis jie endlidy choa
undert Jahre fpater cine frajtige, evangelijde Gemeinde von itber 2000
oMiedern und eben jo viel Kindern wnd Jngend jein witede. So it die stleme
@emeinde Yeute nady 140 Jahren munibertmal jo grop geworden. Choa die
Dalfte der Gemeinde find direlte Nadffommen von Rlaas Reimer.

Gr Dhatte junj Kinder. Jwer davon, Margaretha, eine  Fran Nactin
Parfman, und Peter, der cine Sujanna Friejen beiratete, ftarben ohne Nad)-
fonnen. Abraham zog mit den meijten feiner Nadyformnmien nad) Dlanitoba.
wlaad und Helena, die einen Peter W. Friejen heicatete, gogen gur jelben
Jeit, 187475, nady Janjen, Hebraifa, mit den meijten ihrev Nadyfonumen.
Ybrahum hatte vier €dhne und bier Todter, von weldyen die wieijten oev
Reimers, Friejens, Penners nnd Towjen in Steinbady und Mmgegend one
men. Stlaas Gatte jieben Eohne und pier Todjter, welder Nadyfonumen Hheute
nod) meijtens in den Vereinigten Staaten wohnen, aufer die Nadfonnnen
bed jdjon vejtorbenen Johanu Fy. Reimer, Hodyfeld, Manitoba, defien Nady-
fommen gum gropten Teil enhweder in Manitoba odber Mexifo wolhnen. He-
lena, Jran B. Friefen, hatte poer Galhne md cine Toditer. Tie Todter her-
ratete $eintidy Lowen, Meade, Sanjas, und 1hre Nadfornmen wolhnen gum
croten Teil in den Staaten.

Klaas Reimer and His Times

Peter ] B. Reimer

F]an\s‘ﬂeimer, my great grandfather, was born in Petershagen
nedr the village of Tiegenhol, West Prussia, in the year 1770, This
was at a lime ol important p(/)Ti\ﬁE'aTTeVéﬁE- The power of Poland
had steadily declined until one ol its westerly_pravinces, West Prussia

came under the rule of the famous Frederick the Greal, ﬂ\_ll’i/, Under
the rule of this benevolent Prussion king the Mennonites in West
Prussia received full freedom to practice their religion. Yrederick
the Great believed in full freedom ol religion but demanded annual
contributions in cash for the support of his military school ol cadetles
irom the Mennonites, who refused to serve in the army. In the year
1780 the Mennonites were granted  citizenship, which had  been
denied them by the authorities for almosl lwo hundied «and  fifty
vears. The Mennonites of West Prussia, East Prussia and the Pree Cily
cf Danzig ﬁﬁﬁi}i?(ed about 12.000 cround this time.

The time of my great grandfather’s birth was also noted for an
important social change amoneg his people. For over two centuries the
Mennonite people in that area had tenaciously clung to Dutch, their
mother tongue. II!/‘ZQZ, Gorhard Wiebe, « visiting minister from Elhing
preachied in German for the first time in the Flemish Mennonite Church
in Danzig. The congregalion as d whole did not approve of this at the
time bul a German sermon of the visiting minister Cormeling Rogier
five years later was approved of by «a larger nambor of poople. In
«another ten yoars, 1777, Ader Peler Epp. who later bocame the
fether-indlaw of our Klaas Reimer, also began 1o preach in German.
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He still used considercbie Dulch expressiol
see that the change from the Dutch to the Ge
before Klads Relmer arew into manhood:
change as a problem at all in his autobiogi

Much at the same time the Duich I
Low Ggr?‘nlémmrﬁ'éi—ﬁésfc’cxﬁf we
German with the difference, that where at
expressions were mixed inlo it we now m
English expressions into it. Even the . 3sic
move to the Ukraine or to North America, ¢
German up to the middle of the nineteenth «
years 4ago.

At the age of twenty, Klaas Reimer joi
in his village. According lo the usual cuslc
when the young people were encouragec
accept the responsibilities of church mem
no formal education in his childhood and e
before baplism, evidently did not have
spiritual conviclions, because he continue
and worldly lile.

However, there are indications that he
during this period of his life which led him
ing, and which prepared him for his later

At the age ol twenly-eight he mov
huben, near Danzig, where he married a d

ERg  After the evidently early death of'h

Friesen girl with whom he had his family.

After the death ol Elder Epp . 179
between the members in the cily of Danzig
side took a serious turmn and the latter insi
meelings in the country though still accepli
o officiate at baptisms and communicat
Klaas Reimer was called ¢ the ministry b
only self-educated, he fclt this call from

lully to this service.

During the rule ¢f i'rederick the Grealt,

Ccome pPIOSPErous. Aprreciated by the king
ciency they had muliplicd and increased i
amounted ta pver 10,000 acres in Prussia alo
in 1786, the now Tiler Eard thai ” these ex)
a non resistant group like the Mennonites we
or the state of Prussia would not have enou
counlry. The resull was that they were forbic
land and were even acked to decrease th
ades and professions were mmostly forbidde
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